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Courtenay Middle School

Science 7 Notes and Criteria.

Name: ____________________
Date: _____________________

________________________________________________________

Research topic: 

Example: The Biosphere
(Replace the topic above with your topic.)

Sources:  

(Replace these references with the titles of books used and the URLs of web-pages and the date on which you retrieved your information.  Colour-code your sources.)

Examples:  

The Biosphere c2006. (book) by Stewart Savard

(No title given to this website.) Retrieved on March 31, 2006 from: http://www.eionet.eu.int/gemet/concept?cp=892&langcode=en

Biosphere: It’s Alive

Retrieved on April 15, 2006 from: http://www.miamisci.org/ecolinks/biosphere.html)

Fourth source...

Fifth source... 

Keyword-based notes:

Notes are usually from three to six words in length and in your own words.  Colour-code your notes to your sources.

- includes the upper layer of rocks and soil (p.3)

-
atmosphere contains organisms (life-forms) (p.17)
- biosphere is: section of the Earth and atmosphere with living organisms
- contains animals, plants, fungi

- from bottom of ocean to tops of mountains

- separated into biomes
Fourth set of notes...

Fifth set of notes...
Summary Paragraph:

Now write a draft copy of your summary paragraph.  Colour-code key ideas, from specific sites, as you use them.


The Biosphere is all around us.  It contains, plants, animals, and fungi and it stretches from the bottom of the oceans to the tops of the highest mountains.  The biosphere includes the upper layers of rocks and soil on the Earth’s crust.  Every living organism can be found in the biosphere.
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	· Same as criteria for a “4,” plus the student’s work serves as a model for other students.
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	· While note-taking, consistently uses keywords to isolate and sort the relevant ideas, facts and opinions.

· Sorts keywords into appropriate categories linked to the task (or to help form a    hypothesis).

· Consistently links key concepts to the Scientific Process model.

· Identifies and addresses all safety issues.

· Cites all sources used in the bibliography.
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	· While note-taking isolates the ideas, opinions and facts, but sometimes wanders from the topic.

· Sorts keywords into categories linked to the task (or to help form a hypothesis).

· Frequently links key concepts to the Scientific Process model.

· Identifies and addresses most safety issues.

· Accurately cites most sources used in a bibliography.
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	· While note-taking isolates the ideas, opinions and facts, but wanders from the topic or copies notes straight from the source.

· Sorts keywords into categories, although some may not be accurately sorted or linked to the task (or to help form a hypothesis).

· Attempts to link key concepts to the Scientific Process model.  Some links are unclear.

· Identifies safety issues, but does not address them.

· Most sources given, for the bibliography, but details are incomplete.
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	· While note-taking, gathers related phrases or sentence chunks, frequently wanders from the topic or copies notes straight from the source.

· Attempts to link key concepts to the Scientific Process model are unclear.

· Most safety issues are not identified or addressed.

· Some sources given, for the bibliography, but details are incomplete.




Science Note Taking Criteria
Which Habit of Mind did you find the most useful during note taking and why?

Teacher Comment:

Adapted from a model created by Christine van der Ree and Rob Grantham by Amy Brickman and Stew Savard in 2006.
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